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26 April 69 


Harold: 

I tell you sincerely that I don't want to beliet¥e this, 
The only grounds that I have is that it is too good, far too 
rood. I'm seared of it, though, because 1 do believe it. If 
Frazier fired those test cases empty, then everything is a cinch 
for us-- we can bust the whole mess from top to bottom. 
There will be no way of getting aroun’ it with rheteric, except 
that they will say such a thing couldn't hapnen. But as I see 
thines now (never mind what may cause me to change later), 
did happen. 

I thought at first that it was too stupid a thing for 
Frazier to do; he knows better than that. But I wnderstand his 
motive now; I understand why he cannot have done anything else, 
why he cannot have used cartridges that fired bullets. 

He had to produce exact duplicates of the evidence cases, 
things similar in every way. I think (I am not at all sure) that 
if he had fired fully loaded test cartridges, he would not have 
gotten maze microscopic markings on the primers of the test cases 
that correspond with the marks on the primers of the evidence 
eases. The difference in pressure between cases that fire bullets 
and cases that do not is tremendous, and I think the difference 
would cause different Kinds of microscopic marks on the primers. 
I can't be sure, for I don't Imow enough about microscopic 
examination. 

Pull me back from this if you can, for I am ready to scrap 
the whole thing if I can find a flaw in any of it-- if anybody 
can show me the least flaw that might throw the whole machine 
out of whack. I have been so close to it, so eager to succeed, 
that I wonder whether I can trust my judgment. 


Nichols might have facilities for checking about the 
difference in primer marks, or access to such facilities. If you 
can find out*® then please do. ne odeees.0% ag nee: When empty 
cases are fired, 1 : a IX ; 
mckhexfirionx 





do their primers show the same ‘marke Cow type of 
marks) as appear on primers that were fired in fully loaded 
cartridges? This refers to microscopic marks made by the firing 
pin and bolt face, 


Enelosed is a page describing Frazier's two test Gartridge 
cases (CE 557). If you have seen them, please tell me whether 
the description is exact. If you have ‘not seen them, then 
take this page with you the next time you go to the Archives 
and check my description carefully. 

For the description I rely entirely on Thompson, He 
serewed up his whole explanation of kikrsz these cases, and Il 
may rap him hard for it. 

If I can get to Washington and see the cases, I will, but 
I can't say when. 


I should be overjoyed; I feel dreadful. I did not expect 
things to turn out this sood, and I wonder whether I havn't 


peer FeO or ETT obotinns aritita ba the ‘based of What I thank 
is true. You must try to prove me wrong, for the least 


sliv-up is disaster. 


Qicle 


Wi 'dteoks REN AIDE | 





4 
3 
‘4 
) 


soe etc SS os 


and tvo cartriitce otres ; 


in the course of tis tertinony before the Comnmis- 
sion, Mrazier introduce? ints erifence tvo eartridre enses 
thit ne had collected as tects for somrsrison vith the 
three 2a8ses that were Fount near the window of the Jep- 
ository;. Here ia his ene rererding t'.e collection 
of the tyro test enses ia H 41h 7 
wuestion: 1 now herd yon Ke cartridge eases, und ask 
you wnether you can ioertite: these cartrivre. enses? 
cs Zier: Yes ir; these ure toe two cartridre cases 
e (sic ) fired Fins" fart muposes in (the Mannlicher- 
Jassnee » gn i a 
The tyvo test cases vere intoducel into evidence as CE 557; 
both cases berz the sie exhibit minher. The interview 
continues: 
Question: There were the only two ecartridee cases 
fired as tests in (+e iinnnlicher-Careano rifle)-- 
as tests for the murp ise of identification of the 
cartridge cases which you examined before, 54%, f44, 
and 6A? 
Frazier’: Yes, sir; these two were used in those tests. 
. There arere many other cartriige cases fired, but not 
for. that PUL PORE ° 


Une of ‘the two carirides sases in CE 557 bears a 
dent on the .shoutder of the eartridge ease. The dent on 
the shoulder of thte-test cese corresponds in every essen- 
tial respect wan the @erte on” the shoulders of CEs 544 
anqd ath, 

Like CEs. 544yani> 546, this teat ense was dented 
when it vas bhribtess 4 faltiy loeded cartridee from the 
elin iv the Vifttle. that Cswala orderei, bike CEs 844 and 
54S , Le ee eet Sulled and the powder was drained 

rom ¢t>is test edse. Tike Clas 44 and 545, the primer 

of the emoty test eace vas fired in the rifle that Oswald 
ordered. I2% it.nad fired «= bullet, it would not be dented. 


the other of the two eases in CE 557 bears a mark 
in the same place, on the *7se shoulder. The mark on the 
shoulder of this test ease is not as vronounced as the 
dents on the shoulders of the other cartridge cases, but 
it corresponds in every essentinl resnect with the mark 
that occurs on the shovnlder of vE 141, the unfired and 
Tutiy loecded enrtridgee that «ns found chambered in the 
Monntichner-Grrernn rifts then it +r foune in the Depos- 
‘oeups tutliines. The wrke teat. =nn-ar an the shoulders 
of these two ¢sees om not Gonssicwous dents, ut are 


rye rae es 
‘ a J .*% 


Visible suranes thet verre on heine Pents, 
“pre OL Lal, thie test pssa weg @onted when it wes 
2. * rT : t m : s1 Fay] Lar ly ey bye > RSS +t $ 3 erin Sy) + he aly yy in the 
PUPIA TM MeL OAR. is 14], this test — 
never Tired © Drllet,. ‘Bie 2:31 ot wee Milled frov 
its sovler was driine*, rod tle vriner af the een OS as 
& Pret gy tae yt Se etex 4 | . 


low It ordered, 


